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Saturday 4:00PM:  St. Stanislaus 
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Sunday 11:00AM: St. Casimir 
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First Saturday 9:00AM:  St. Ann’s 

Weekday at St. Stanislaus:  Call Parish Oĸce 
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LATIN MASS:  Sunday at 9:30AM 

            Tuesday at 5:30PM 



December 14, 2025 

Third Sunday of Advent 

 

   When I was 11, I was riding my bike on a 
Friday night in ScoƩsdale, Arizona. I saw 
giant spotlights swirling in the sky. 
Something amazing had to be happening. I 
pedaled aŌer them with excitement. 
Sweaty and Ɵred, I arrived, only to Įnd a 
used car lot. I stood there, heart sinking. 
All that spectacle, and all my eīort … for 
this? 

   As life proceeds, we learn what it is like 
to pursue promising but fruitless searches. 
This week we hear Jesus ask the crowds 
regarding John the BapƟst: “What did you 
go out to the desert to see? A reed swayed 
by the wind?” (MaƩhew 11:7). He’s 
naming our tendency to chase aŌer what’s 
Ňashy but Ňimsy. 
   What are our swaying reeds? For me, it is 
endless video reels on my phone, worldly 
pleasures, entertainment in sports, and 
the good opinion of others. InŇated 
distracƟons that bend whichever way the 
wind blows. But they can’t saƟsfy my soul. 
What are your Ňimsy reeds? 

   John the BapƟst wasn’t a swaying reed. 
He was rooted, grounded, unafraid to 
speak the solid truth. The people went to 
see him because, deep down, they were 
starving for something real. 
   This Advent, the Church asks us to 
reassess: What are we really looking for? 
Are we chasing the dazzling but hollow? Or 
are we seeking what is solid and lasƟng — 
that which points to Christ? 

— Father John Muir 

SANCTUARY CANDLES 

 

SAINT STANISLAUS: Special IntenƟon 

HOLY FAMILY: 1) Galla & Walach Families by Paul & Lisa Galla; 2) Joseph Stahon by Parishioners 

OUR MOTHER OF SORROWS: Robert Merski, Sr. and Mildred Merski by The Merski Family  
ST. ANN’S: 1) For all Living & Deceased Parishioners; 2) Habas, Kulig & Laszewski Families by Kulig Estste 

ST. CASIMIR’S: 1) Bernie Zilonka by Gloria Palmer & Family; 2) Hilinski Family by ScoƩ, Paula, & Dinica Hilinski 

MASS INTENTIONS (Saint Stanislaus) 
 

Mon., Dec. 15th - Private IntenƟon 

Tues., Dec. 16th - ChrisƟne Sullivan (Richard Weed) 
Wed., Dec. 17th - Joseph Dylewski (David Dylewski & Family) 
Thur., Dec. 18th - Souls in Purgatory (Dr. Hal Angeloī) 
Fri., Dec. 19th - Helen Dubowski (David & Susan Mikeska) 
Sat., Dec. 20th, 4:00PM - Smith Family (Family) 
Sun., Dec. 21st, 9:00AM - For the People of Saint Stanislaus (Pro Populo) 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK (Our Mother of Sorrows) 
 

Sunday, December 14th: Third Sunday of Advent 

Private: Special IntenƟons of Lucia Lee 

11:00am (SC) Theresa Juchno by ChrisƟne Prez Farnum 

 

Monday, December 15th: Advent Weekday 

12:05pm (SA) For the Souls in Purgatory by Bob and Stephanie Kosinskie 

 

Tuesday, December 16th: Advent Weekday 

12:05pm (SA) Holy Souls by Lucia Lee 

 

Wednesday, December 17th: Late Advent Weekday 

12:05pm (SA) Susan Kingston by Laura Wagner 
 

Thursday, December 18th: Late Advent Weekday 

12:05pm (SA) Bernie Zilonka by Gloria Palmer and Family 

 

Friday, December 19th: Late Advent Weekday 

12:05pm (SA) Ted Radomski by Kevin Helsley 

 

Saturday, December 20th: Late Advent Weekday 

Private: Walter Hilinski, Anniversary by ScoƩ and Paula Hilinski 
 

Sunday, December 21st: Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Private: Souls in Purgatory by Dr. Hal Angeloī 

11:00am (SC) Henry and Elizabeth Hart by Kathy Mays 
 

CONFESSIONS: Monday-Friday, 11:30-11:55AM (St. Ann’s) 

Readings for the week of December 14, 2025 

 

Sunday: Is 35:1-6, 10/Ps 146:6-10/Jas 5:7-10/Mt 11:2-11 

Monday: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17/Ps 25:4-9/Mt 21:23-27 

Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-19, 23/Mt 21:28-32 

Wednesday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17/Mt 1:1-17 

Thursday: Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19/Mt 1:18-25 

Friday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25/Ps 71:3-6, 16-17/Lk 1:5-25 

Saturday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-6/Lk 1:26-38 

Next Sunday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-6/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24 

St. Stan’s 
Mother of Sorrows 



THE HAGEN HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
...proudly announces the opening of a landmark exhibit, 
“The Story of Us, Erie Polonia: Churches & 
Neighborhoods,” curated by St. Stan’s very own Bobby J. 
Sulecki. The exhibit runs through January 30, 2026, on the 
second Ňoor of the Wood-Morrison House, 338 West 6th 
St., and is included with general admission. The exhibit 
explores the founding of St. Stanislaus, the Mother Church 
of Erie’s Polonia, followed by Holy Trinity, St. Hedwig, and 
St. Casimir’s, and others. 

FROZEN PIEROGI 
St. Stanislaus has homemade frozen pierogi available for 
purchase.  The cost in $25 per dozen.  If interested, call the 
Parish Oĸce, or talk to John Villa or Fr. Jason. 

CHRISTMAS OPLATEK 
Christmas Oplatek (wafers) will be available at St. 
Stanislaus during the Advent and Christmas seasons.  A 
monetary donaƟon to oīset their cost would be 
appreciated.  You can pick up your Oplatek in the vesƟbule 
of the church, or by contacƟng the Parish Oĸce. 

JANUARY LOTTERY RAFFLE TICKETS AVAILABLE 
The St. Stanislaus Holy Name Society has loƩery raŋe 
Ɵckets available.  Only Įve dollars gives you 31 chances to 
win throughout the month of January, 2026.  You win if 
your Ɵcket number matches the PA Daily LoƩey Drawing.  
Tickets will be available in the vesƟbule of the church, from 
any member of the Holy Name Society, Fr. Jason, or by 
calling the parish oĸce.  Tickets make great stocking 
stuīers! 

HOLIDAY MASS SCHEDULE 
 

December 24th: Christmas Eve 
3:30PM - Kolendy (St. Stanislaus) 
4:00PM - Christmas Eve Mass (St. Stanislaus) 
4:00PM - Christmas Eve Mass (St. Casimir’s)* 

 

December 25th: Christmas Day 
9:00AM - Christmas Day Mass (St. Stanislaus) 
11:00AM - Christmas Day Mass (St. Casimir’s)* 

 

January 1st: Mary, Mother of God (Holy Day) 
9:00AM - St. Stanislaus 

10:00AM - St. Ann’s* 

 

* Please note these correcƟons from last week’s bulleƟn. 

‘TIS THE SEASON 
St. Stanislaus intends to begin decoraƟng our church for 
the Christmas season following the 9:00AM Mass on 
December 21st.  Anyone interested in helping are warmly 
invited to join us. 

TAX INFORMATION 
If you are in need of documentaƟon of your contribuƟons 
to the church for tax purposes, please call your respecƟve 
parish oĸce and we will mail it out to you. 

FINAL MASS AT HOLY FAMILY 
A special Įnal Mass will be celebrated at 
Holy Family church on Sunday, 
December 28th, the Feast of the Holy 
Family, in order to properly recognize 
the spiritual signiĮcance it held for so 
many through the years.  Priests, 
deacons, and sisters who have 
ministered at Holy Family will be invited 

to be a part of the celebraƟon.  All are invited and 
encouraged to aƩend. More details to follow… 

JESSE TREE, EXPLAINED! 
   The Jesse Tree is an Advent pracƟce which recounts the 
history of salvaƟon by tracing the lineage of Christ — the 
foretold “shoot from the stump of Jesse” who will bring 
peace and unity to the people of God (Isaiah 11:1). 
   In a way, creaƟng a Jesse tree is the telling of one big 
story — the redempƟon of man — through the telling of 
many smaller stories — the fall of Adam, God’s promise to 
Abraham, the wandering of the Israelites, the greatness of 
David and the humble submission of Mary. A Jesse tree is 
adorned with symbols of these various people and stories, 
with the earliest ones hung from the topmost branches, 
progressing downward. 
   There are diīerent versions of the Jesse Tree featuring 
diīerent Old Testament Įgures and stories. It is an easy 
tradiƟon to pracƟce at home — all you need is a tree, 
paper, markers, scissors, string and a Bible. 

PRAYER FOR ADVENT – NEW GROWTH 
Dear God, 
Bring new life! Your love creates and culƟvates. Bring Your 
power into the places I think of as “deserts” and your grace 
to the prayers I fear may be “deserted.” You can redeem 
and restore, bring a new song to my heart. Amen. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Due to the Christmas decoraƟng that will take place next 
weekend, December 21st, we thought it best to postpone 
EucharisƟc AdoraƟon for December out of reverence for 
the Blessed Sacrament.  We will resume our monthly 
adoraƟon on the third Sunday of the month beginning 
January, 19th. 



	 3-D-4-3 	 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com                                                                14-1710

Pennsylvania
CatholicMatch.com/PA

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Jay Schwartz

jschwartz@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6801

Fresh Meats, Delicatessen, Poultry, Seafood & Fresh Produce
New! Herb + Honey Bakery      310 E 24th St / German

Urbaniak Bros. 
Quality Meats

New Central Market - Ph. 454-4456

RUSSELL C. SCHMIDT & SON 
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

Dennis D. Schmidt-President, Supervisor

Pre-Arrangements Available

5000 Wattsburg Road • Erie, PA 16504

(814) 824-5000
www.SchmidtFuneralHomeErie.com

All Faiths Welcome

Many Options for 

Traditional Burial and 

Cremation Services

814.459.2463

Celebrate Life Through Remembrance

A S S O C I A T I O N

Over 55?

Volunteer in the Classroom

Receive an hourly stipend 

without affecting your benefits
CALL NOW! 459-4581 ext 462

• Roofing • Siding
• Gutters • Gutter Guards

• Exterior Cleaning
Residential & Commercial

Financing Available

724-605-4024
libertyroofingpros.com

PARTNERS: GARETT J., AUSTIN J., CARL R., & LEO J. BRUGGER III

845 East 38th St. Erie • 864-4864
www.bruggerfuneralhomes.com

Affordable 
Funeral Services

Pre-Planning

On-Site Cremation 
Tribute Center


